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Singi ng out agai nst clos ing a shelter for Atlantic Yards �
BY MIKE McLAUGHLIN and ERIN DURKIN 

. DAILYNEWSWRITERS 

A HOMELESS SHELTER that hQused 80 
families is set to. clQse tQday to. make way fQr 
the Atlantic Yards prQject - and a PQP star fa­
mQUS fQr a SQng abQut hQmelessness is jump­
ing into. the fight to. stQP the shutdQwn. 

The city says all the residents at the Pacific 
Dean shelter - which will be demQlished so. 
the land can be used to. stQre cQnstructiQn 
equipmel1t fQr an arena fQr the NBA's Nets ­
will be relQcated. But hQmeless advQcates say 
it still makes no. sense toremQve beds frQm an 
Qverburdened shelter system. 

"It'sthe dead ofwinter," Said PQP star Crys­

- ATE �
Semif inals thi sweekend 

... 
.. for spoken-wor dcontest 

BY JAKE PEARSON 
DAILY NEWS WRITER 

FROM THE BOROUGH Qf Walt Whitman 
CQmes a bumper crop Qf prQmising yQung PQ­
ets - including a Bedford-Stuyvesant teen 
who. tackles issues that WQuid be heavy fQr 
mQstadults. 

Calah Kelly, 15, who. has used her PQetrytQ. 
find hope in mQments of dark depressiQn, was 
Qne Qf 13 yQung BroQklyn PQets to. make it to. 
the semifinals Qfthe Knicks Poetry Slam com­
petitiQn to. be held this weekend. 

"FQr me slam PQetry is basically being able 
to. say what I want to. say in the way I want to. 
say it," said Calah, a sophQmQre at the Second­
ary SchQQl fQr Journalism in Park SIQpe. "It's 
frQm experience - it's PQetry mixed with dra­
ma." 

MQrethan 500 YQungpeQple, aged 13 to. 19, 
�~�- frQm across the tristate area auditiQned fQr the 

annual sPQken-wQrd PQetrY competitiQn. 
Just 75 were chQsen to. go to. the semifinals 

after reading their original wQrks fQr a panel of 
three judges at the Hammerstein BallrQom in 
Manhattan inNQvember. 

In Calah's winning PQem - entitled 
"OFOTCN," shQrt for "One Flew Over the 
CuckoQ's Nest" - the teen chrQnicies her emo­
tiQnal troubles. 

"I want to. scream, but yQU diagnQsed me �b�i�~� 
PQlar. I want to. laugh, but YQu'li get me 
wrQng," wrQte Calah in the PQem, which she 
says helped her find hope. "Nothing in life is 
free, so I try to free my mind Qf these thoughts 
that are cQsting me my life." -- Calah and the Qther teen perfQrmers who. 
passed the NQvember auditiQns went Qn to. a 
six-week wQrkshop led by professional PQets 
frQm Urbact WQrd, a Manhattan nQnprofit 

�;�~� that teaches PQetry to. young peQple. 
TQmorrQW thrQugh MQnday, the yQung PQ­

ets will cQmpete to. becQme Qne Qf 10 finalists, · 
who. will then perform next mQnth for a shQt at 
$10,000 in cQllege scholarship mQney. 

"The topics do. get heavy," said Michael Cir­
elli , 34, executive directQr Qf Urban Word, 
which CQ-SPQnSQrs the cQmpetitiQn. "They're 
teenagers so. they're explQring everything - re­
latiQnships, identity, race, their parents." 

Cirelli said Calah's PQem stQQd out because 
Qfits raw emQtions. 

"ShewrQte abQut the stress that shehas as a 
�~ �7� teenager, being bipQlar," said Cirelli , calling 

-.J Calah's wQrk "reallYPQwerful." , 
iJ.i Still, Kelly faces SQme tQugh cQmpetitiQn ­
�~ especiallyfrQm fellQw BroQklynteens. 

tal Waters, who. will perfQrm her hit sQng 
"Gypsy WQman (She's HQmeless)," at a rally 
Saturday calling on the city to. leave the shel­
ter Qpen until spring. "I'm just asking them to. 
have a little heart." 

Thirty-five families have been mQved frQm 
Pacific Dean to. permanent hQusing, and 38 to. 
Qther shelters, accQrding to the Department 
Qf HQmeless Services, which said the last sev­
en families are being mQveq. 

DHS sPQkeswQman Heather Janik said 
"they [the hQmeless) will cQntinue to. be treat­
ed with dignity." 

"We do. nQt have enQugh beds to. meet the 
needs Qfthe hQmeless as it is," CQuncilwQman 

Letitia James (WFP-Prospect Heights) shot 
back. "YQU are further burdening a system 
which is at the brink QfcQllapse." 

Janik resPQnded that the city has enQugh 
beds. 

A �2�8 �= �y�e�a�r�~�Q�l�d� WQman who. identified her­
self Qnly as Amy was packing up the two bags 
of possessiQns permitted fQr herself and her 
2-year-Qld daughter, leaving the rest·behind. 
She wasn't sure what shelter she'd be taken to.. 

"When yQu're at the bQttQm, yQU dQn't get 
much say in whereyQu gQ,,, she said. "I'll sleep 
wherever they putme." 

PQrtiQns Qf nearby Fifth Ave. and Pacific St. 
will also clQse permanently Feb. 1 fQr the At­
lantic Yards project. 

calah Kelly. I S. wil l be performing in the Knlc ks Poet ry Slam semifi nals. Photo by Linda Rosier/Daily News 

JQrdan Franklin, 19, a Flatbush sophomore weekend, Baucom plans to read apQem abQut 
at BroQklyn College, entered a PQem abQut a young PQet who. recites his wQrk Qn the sub­
her brQther, called "JQnathan." way to. get moneyfQr food. 

"It'sabQutjust trying to get to anQther day," "DQn't follow me. DQn't fQllow in my 
said BaucQm. steps," she wrote. "My brQther: The light in my 

Tomorrow's cQmpetitiQn begins at 3,p,m. at eyes and the shade in my thQughts. YQU are an 
the NUYQrican PQets Cafe, 236 East Third st.unknQwn PQwer in the crumblingwQrld," 
(between Avenue B and Avenue C) in Man­

Sean Baucom, 18, a seniQr frQm East New hattan. It continues Qn Sunday and Monday. 
YQrk who. goes to Independence High SchOQl AdmissiQn is free, butseatingis limited. 
in Manhattan, wrQte a lQve PQem called This time around, Calah is planning to read 
"Queen" abQut his ideal WQman. a new PQem abQut finding hope through her 

"Like any Qther yQung man, I decided to art. "I dQn't feel that wayanymQre nQw," she 
write abQl1tafemale," the teen explained. This said. "IfeelgQQd." 
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